PAM, 
DEVOTIONAL 


WITNESS POWER 
FROM 


ON HIGH. 


WM. C. SCOFIELD. 


FLEMING H. 
REVELL COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS. 

NEW YORK. 

CHICAGO. 

TORONTO. — 





. . p = - 
es. P , : Ye 
a» * ar “ i at 

ae sf iY a s =e - 
= + - 7 — 2,, J 
Pete = j ‘ -: <— 

- of a : a =_s 
ie aa se es 
i ‘ ca.) 
ore ‘ » Ae . a * - i, 

a , ' ~ ~< += % 


' 


» ae 
ys 
‘ 
y 
j 
* 
- 
4 


as ol a 
Pa Se" ‘a “ y P - “i ——a yerd 
Po 7 hs “ Soe “4 
23 of . . nf ~. m om 


Ps eae 

Py 
ie 
x 


< 
‘sts 
ae ; ‘" 
> on 
“5 
i 
. 
> 
7 
‘ 
a 
ot 
v' 


ra ¢ 4 : 5 —* 

wae; i. ~ ¥ "a é ~> a 

— <y' = - * 
r ry ~ 

oacit a 
= ee s,4 f ~~ . 4 
a > * 4 . » rn — 7 

at. a 
a i « . it 








WITNESS POWER 
FROM ON HIGH 


BY 


WILLIAM SCOFIELD 


SECOND EDITION 


NEW YORK CHICAGO TORONTO 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
Publishers of Evangelical Literature 





CHRONOLOGICAL. 


Nea By, ctr 


In Jerusalem and tn all Judea. 


“And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were a// filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave 
Paotwmutlerance; men (ACts: 23,147) 

“And with great power gave the Apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
estos Be ACtS 4733.) 


Ae Wes A! 
And tn Samaria 


“When the Apostles which were at 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had _ re- 
ceived the word of God, they sent Peter 


and John, who, when they were come 
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down, prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost, for as yet He 
was fallen upon none of them, only they 
were baptized in the name of Jesus. Then 
laid they their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 8:14 
—17.) 


A. D. 4I. 


The Gentiles also. 


“While Peter yet spake these words, 
the Holy Ghost fell on all them that 
heard the word. And the circumcision 
were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because that on the Genizles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For they heard them speak with tongues, 
and magnify God.” (Acts 10:44—47.) 


espohecase> (9) 
The uttermost part of the earth, 


‘And it came to pass that while Apollos 
was at Corinth, Paul, having passed 
through the upper coasts, came to Ephe- 
sus; and finding certain disciples, he said 
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unto them, Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. And 
he sard unto them, Unto what then were 
ye baptized? And they said, unto John’s 
baptism. Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him who should come after 
him, that ison Christ Jesus. When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 
had laid his hands upon them, the . Holy 
Ghost came on them; and they spake 
with tongues and prophesied. And all 
the men were about twelve.” (Acts 19: 
I— 3, 6, 7.) 


‘ 
i 
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The Scriptural warrant for what is 
contained in this little volume, is found 
in the words following: 


“And behold I send the promise of my 
Father upon you: but tarry ye tn the city 
of Jerusalem until ye be endued with 
POWER from on high.” (Luke 24: 49.) 
“But ye shall recetve POWER after that 
the Holy Ghost ts come upon you: And 
ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Sa- 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
eerie ACtS 1:8.) 

This is the power, ordained of God for 
the conversion of men singly, or by the 
hundred and the thousand. It is the 
Pentecostal power, designed for the 
church “in the last days,” a power to be 
experienced to the end of time. 


7 


8 WITNESS POWER FROM ON HIGH 


Ordinarily, it comes, if at all, after 
conversion, as in the case of the disciples 
found by Paul at Ephesus. Sometimes it 
comes zimediately after. Occasionally it 
seems to endure ¢hrough life, an instance 
whereof is that of Madam M. of a very 
distinguished and wealthy French family, 
who has recently deceased at eighty 
years, after having been for sixty years 
the leader of Protestant Christianity 
among the upper classes of France. Of 
this woman it is said, that “she never 
wavered from the day of her conversion, 
and carried her bright and joyous testi- 
mony to Jesus wherever she went, among 
the very highest in social life, as weli as 
among the poor, with whom she fre- 
quently came in contact.” 

It may come without zxtelligent ask- 
ing. And yet, itis a something to be 
soughz, and, in a sense, wazted for, even 
as the disciples waited for it in that upper 
room in Jerusalem. It should be a mat- 
ter of experience to every disciple.  Itis 
essential to his equipment for service. 
The lack of it accounts for the lack of 
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fruitfulness in the church-life, and in the 
life of the individual believer. 


If 


THE ENDUING WITH POWER FROM ON 
HIGH. 


Whyisit? Andforzwhom? And what 
are its elements? These are questions in 
respect of which we seek illumination. 

If the disciples had wished to inter- 
rogate Christ respecting the zature of the 
power to be imparted by this enduing, 
the opportunity was not afforded them; 
for, no sooner had He spoken the words 
recorded in Luke 24:49, than “He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out 
of their sight.” 

It was, however, sufficiently evident, 
that the enduing had something to do 
with the w7tnesstng work. But how 
they would be affected by it—how the 
sensations produced by its shedding forth 
would differ from those they had already 
experienced, and what elements of power, 
not already possessed, would be imparted 
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unto them after that, they could only 
conjecture; and their conjecture, judging 
from their past failures to comprehend the 
spirituality of Christ’s teachings, would 
be likely to go wide of the mark. 
Seemingly, there is in the minds of the 
disciples in these days, no little wncer- 
tainty regarding the power imparted by 
the Holy Spirit’s enduring. And, pos- 
sibly, this uncertainty arises from the 
fact, that, the enduing is a something 
that has not entered into the experience 
of the mass of believers in modern times. 
In its distinguishing characteristics this 
blessing, is, in most minds, not separated 
from the ordinary ¢xzdwelling of the Spirit 
and the joyous emotions that accompany 
it, such as the disciples experienced after 
the ascension, as they “returned to Jer- 
usalem with great joy, and were con- 
tinually in the temple, praising and bless- 
ing God.” (Luke 24:52, 53.) And yet, 
it is a benefit over and abové that indwel- 
ling—a benefit conferred for a special, and 
declared purpose. Let us understand 
that purpose: “And ye shall receive 
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power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
vpon you; and ye shall be WITNESSES UNTO 
ME both tn Jerusalem,and tn Samarta, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Only for the purpose of qualifying the 
disciples to fulfil the witnessing function 
for Christ, is this power bestowed, and for 
no other purpose should it be sought. 

As to the occaszon for the use of this 
power, and the persons who may expect 
to receive‘it: 

Though, doubtless, it is for public as- 
semblies, great and small, and for an or- 
dained ministry, yet it is not for these 
alone. 

It is quite as much for those who, in 
our Schools and Theological Seminaries, 
are preparing for the witnessing work, 
and is the most essential part of that prep- 
aration. It is as much for those mak- 
ing their first essays in holding forth the 
Word of Life, as for the veterans in the 
service. 

About midway of the present century, 
a young man, with only the meagre fur- 
nishing of the college course, anda single 
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year of Theological study, was, despite 
his earnest remonstrance, pressed into 
pulpit service by the pastor in charge. 
As the result, there was in the space of 
three days as many humiliating failures, 
which plunged the youth into the deep- 
est mental distress. 

At the fourth effort, the congrega- 
tion, which before had comprised only 
about two score hearers, crowded the 
house of worship to its utmost capacity. 

The young man, coming out of the 
valley of humiliation completely emptied 
of his own self sufficiency, was instantly 
transformed. As soon as he began to 
speak, his whole being was suffused with 
a something entirely new to him. His 
tongue, that was wont to stammer, be- 
came as “the pen of a ready writer.” 
He spoke without let or hindrance. 
Things forgotten were brought to his re- 
membrance. Passages of Scripture, facts 
of history, appropriate illustrations came 
unbidden. 

On successive days the same experi- 
ence was renewed. While devoutly ac- 
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knowledging the Holy Spirit as the 
author of this marvelous transformation, 
giving glory to Him both for the utter- 
ance and the unction, yet he did not 
then realize that he had received the en- 
duing with power from on high, and that 
“this was that which was spoken of by 
Joel the prophet.” Had he done so, he 
would have more carefully cherished, 
and more intelligently used, this power 
in his subsequent ministry. 

It is for those engaged in the éeaching 
work in week-day-as well as in Sunday 
Schools. A youthful disciple ina West- 
ern State, a spiritual grandchild of Har- 
lan Page, of blessed memory, was com- 
missioned to teach a district school in a 
community remote from any Christian 
church, or any band of professed dis- 
ciples. As the sole representative of 
Christ amid the spiritual waste, she felt 
it incumbent upon her to appoint relig- 
ious evening meetings at the _ school 
house. The children carried the invita- 
tion to their homes, and nearly the whole 
population responded. The teacher sang, 
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prayed, read and expounded the Scrip- 
tures, and bore her testimony for Christ 
with such power from on high, that ere 
the close of her school term, a church of 
seventy members was organized. 

It is for those who conduct the service 
of song—for a Sankey, a Stebbins, or a 
Bliss, as well as for a Moody, ora Mills, 
or a Pentecost, and it might be a ques- 
tion whether the enduement with power 
was greater in the evangelist than in the 
sweet singer. 

In a certain Western city, during a 
series of week-day services, a double 
quartet choir and its male organist had 
been hopefully converted. Asthat choir, 
on the following Sabbath, burst forth 
into song, the vast congregation, forget- 
ful of their manners, turned their faces 
with one accord toward the orchestra, to 
see who constituted the new choir of 
young men and women, who were sing- 
ing now “with the Spirit, and the under- 
standing also.” 

It is for those engaged in house-to- 
House visitation in city and in country— 
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for the colporter, the Bible-reading wo- 
man, the lay-worker in any and every 
field, as well as for the Apostle, or the 
pastor, who goes from house to house, 
“warning every man night and day with 
farsa se (ACES! 2073 1) 

This from the cashier of a large Bank- 
ing institution in an Eastern city, a man 
overwhelmed with a multiplicity of busi- 
ness engagements: “I want to tell you 
how God has blessed me personally. * 

mle promiseds blim, that if He 
would use me for His glory in saving 
souls, I would give up myself wholly to 
this work;”— not that he would thence- 
forward neglect his professional, or other 
lawful engagements, —“And to this time 
I have a record of over one hundred ex- 
periences with persons, most of whom I 
never spoke with before on religious sub- 
jects in a personal way. In just looking 
over my list, I find seventeen, including 
an old man of 87 years, who, during these 
interviews have, I think, given their 
hearts to God. He knows I take no 
credit to myself, but Iam zz @ passion 
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to save souls. I say but little about it, 
but keep to the work as God’s Spirit 
leads me.” 

This from the pastor, the late Dr. 
Zachary Eddy, of a merchantman, who, 
over the counter where he was selling 
goods, commended Christ also to his cus- 
tomers. From the store to his pastor’s 
study under the same roof, was the well 
worn way, over which, through this 
man’s instrumentality, more than one 
hundred souls were led to Christ. 

This of a successful wheat-buyer in a 
Western city, who drove up and down the 
long line of wheat-laden vehicles through- 
out the morning hours; then, drove 
like a modern Jehu to his mid-day meal; 
then, changing his raiment for the Mas- 
ter’s service, spent the balance of the 
day in house-to-house visitation. In 
every heart-beat, and in every aspiration 
of his soul, he felt the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and from year to year went on 
with his personal work for souls, never 
wearying of the loved employ, until he 
rested from his earthly labors. 
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In fact, on a// occasions, where there 
is a fit opportunity for testimony, this 
power may be, and should be felt by the 
witnessing disciple. To him the Holy 
Spirit should be like the galvanic battery 
charged with the electric fluid, which 
flows out instantly on being brought into 
contact with the living tissue. 

Nor yet, should there be misapprehen- 
sion as to the persons admitted to share 
in this extraordinary benefit. 

There is no discrimination against any 
class, or any individual of a class. The 





enduement is for all disciples, irrespect- 
ive of age, sex, or condition in life. The 
original prophecy by Joel, which is the 
promise of the Father referred to by 
Christ; the interpretation put upon that 
prophecy by Peter; as, also, the incidents 
accompanying its fulfilment at Pentecost 
and subsequently, sustain this position. 
(See Chronology.) “In the last days” the 
Spirit was to be “poured out upon all 
flesh,” when sons and daughters, serv- 
ants and hand-maidens, would share in 
the witnessing work; when the young 
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men would see visions, and the old men 
would dream dreams. 

And so it came to pass, that,. “when 
the day of Pentecost was fully come,” 
the “cloven tongues like as of fire, sat 
upon each” of the one hundred and twenty 
disciples, the men and the women who 
were with one accord in the one place. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.” 

The convert of a day, or even an hour, 
whether in youth, manhood, or old age, 
according to his measure, may be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and enter at once 
upon his witnessing work. 

A man, than whom, perhaps, no other 
in modern times had been more fre- 
quently, or more remarkably endued 
with power from on high, thus details 
what he experienced only a few hours 
after his conversion, and while as yet he 
was in doubt as to his own acceptance: 
“The Holy Spirit descended upon me in 
a manner that seemed to go through and 
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through me, body and soul. Icould feel 
the impression like a wave of electricity. 
Indeed, it seemed to come in waves of 
liquid love; for I could not express it in 
any other way. It seemed like the breath 
of God.” 

“While Peter was speaking” to Cor- 
nelius and the company of his kinsmen 
and near friends, the first Gentile assem- . 
bly of gospel hearers, the Holy Spirit fell 
on ad/ them that heard the word, as He 
had fallen on the Jews at the beginning. 

And what are the e/ements of this en- 
duement of power? And sow are the dis- 
ciples who receive it, through the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit upon them, 
affected? How were they affected at the 
beginning? Substantially the same effects 
that were produced then have ever since 
accompanied the enduement. 

Bearing continually in mind, that the 
purpose of God in the enduement, from 
the very first, has been to qualify the 
disciples to fulfil the wztnessing function 
for Christ, and we note five principal 
effects upon the witnesses, viz.:— 


20 WITNESS POWER FROM ON HIGH 


FULL PERSUASION. 

CLEAR APPREHENSION. 
UTTERANCE. | 

COURAGE. 

re UNCTION: 

1. The Holy Spirit imparted az assured 
confidence in Christ to those who first 
experienced the enduing. No lingering 
doubt respecting His character and mis- 
sion remained, after the Holy Ghost had 
come upon them. Until then, it is cer- 
tain, their convictions on this subject 
were not altogether settled and clear. 
There were many things they could not 
reconcile with such convictions. ‘We 
trusted,” said the two disciples, who 
journeyed with him toward Emmaus, af- 
ter the resurrection, and who were prob- 
ably a fair sample of the disciples at that 
period, “we trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel.” 

To every person who acts in the ca- 
pacity of a witness, it is vastly import- 
ant, in order that his testimony may be 
forceful and convincing to others, that 
he be fully persuaded in his own mind. 


ie) 


wh Y 
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He must be able to say, not simply, we 
trust, but we know. This the disciples 
could not say until the Holy Ghost came 
upon them. But after that, their testi- 
mony bore no trace of uncertainty in re- 
gard to the Messiahship of their risen 
and ascended Lord. They knew in 
whom they believed. Therefore, said 
Peter, in the closing paragraph of his 
Pentecostal sermon: “Let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly that God hath 
made that same Jesus whom ye _ have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

The enduement of power in times more 
recent, has proved the exterminator of 
all doubt respecting the character and 
mission of Jesus Christ. No feebleness 
characterizes the testimony of any dis- 
ciple endued with this power. 

2. With the enduing at the beginning 
came a clear apprehension of all the facts 
of the gospel history, with the order of 
their occurrence, and alsoa just appre- 
ctatton of the doctrines essential to the 
harmony of the redemptive scheme. 

The mere recollection of events in the 
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order in which they transpired, is consid- 
ered a very important matter in giving 
testimony. And it was manifestly very 
desirable that Christ’s witnesses should. 
be able to recall at the right time, and in 
its proper connection, whatever was 
essential to the effectiveness of their tes- 
timony. Andthe assurance that they 
should not lack this ability was given in 
express terms. “For,” said Christ, “when 
He, the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, which the Father will send in my 
name, is come, He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatsoever J have said unto 
you. 14([n.er4s269) 

But something more was pledged in 
this promise than the mere ability to re- 
call the sayings and other incidents of 
Christ’s life and ministry. Not only 
would the faculty of memory be super- 
naturally quickened, but all the faculties 
of the mind would be clarified, so that 
they would discover, as by intuition, an 
appropriateness in His sayings and a sig- 
nificance in every incident of His life, 
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which they had never before perceived, 
and a power in them which they had 
never before felt. 

2./ With clear perceptions, it was 
important that the witnesses should be 
endued with the power of wfterance, and 
be able to express their views with c/ear- 
ness and preciston. “Nothing is more 
natural, than that one who feels himself 
charged with a sublime truth, on the 
proper delivery of which, infinite inter- 
ests depend, should distrust his ability 
to frame suitable language.” 

“Moses said unto the Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since 
thou hast spoken unto me; for lam slow 
of speech and of a slow tongue.” And 
hardly was he persuaded to undertake 
the mission to which he was called by 
thes reply; ~-“Who hath made man’s 
mouth? Or who maketh the dumb or 
deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have 
not I, saith the Lord? Now, therefore, 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and 
teach thee what thou shalt say.” (Ex. 
4:10—I12.) 
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The disciples were to have “a mouth,” 
(Volubility? No.)—‘And a wisdom,”— 
to insure them against uttering foolish 
and unprofitable things, —‘w/zch all the 
adversaries should not be able to gainsay 
or, resist, \ OX TOKE 21515 yates en 
else may have been included under the 
pledges made them by Christ, to relieve 
their anxiety on this point, it is certain 
they were to experience no embarrass- 
ment or confusion of thought, in com- 
municating those things which the Holy 
Spirit brought to their remembrance. 
And there is no evidence, found in the 
record, that any one of.the disciples who 
shared that earlier enduing, was lacking 
in wise utterance. 

4. There was also to be an imparta- 
tion of courage to the witnesses. And 
they waxed very “do/d” in giving testi- 
mony. (Acts 13:46.) So, also, will the 
timid souls among us gather courage when 
the Holy Spirit 1s come upon them. 
Timid souis, cierical and lay, timid souls 
of both sexes, timid souls among the 
aged and the young, among the learned 
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and the unlearned, among the servants 
and.the hand-maidens, will then no longer 
fear the face, or cower before the vio- 
lence, or cringe beneath the scorn of man. 

5. With courage was imparteda oly 
unctton, (Gush? No.)—and an earnest- 
ness commensurate with what the cause 
and occasion demanded, an earnestness 
that would be sure to communicate to 
others, exciting them to the highest pitch 
of enthusiastic approval, or arousing in 
them all the furious opposition of their 
unrenewed hearts, either result being an 
unmistakable proof of power in the wit- 
Hessen prCts3135455-50.:) 

The baptized disciples had “an unction 
tromethe s10ly One.’ (1 [ne 2:20.) 

A sacred enthusiasm enkindled in their 
bosoms, glowed like the flames of a fur- 
nace. They felt an irrepressible desire to 
proclaim to their fellow-men the gospel 
of Christ. 

Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, had this unction in such 
large measure, that his opponents were 
“not able to resist the wisdom and the 
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spirit by which he spake.” (Acts 6:10 ) 

And Stephen was only a deacon in 
the church, with no ordination for the 
witnessing work save what he received 
from the Holy Spirit in the enduing with 
power. 

It goes without saying, that this endu- 
ing with power is just what the disciples 
of our day zeed as a preparation for the 
witnessing work, to which every one of 
them is as certainly called, as were the 
Jerusalem disciples at the beginning. 
Until the Holy Ghost is come upon them 
they are sensible of a great lack. They 
lack confidence not only in their own pre- 
paredness for the witnessing work, but in 
the person and doctrine of Jesus Christ. 
They do not see the gospel as “the wis- 
dom and power of God” unto salvation. 
They are ¢7mzd in declaring it. They of- 
tentimes become apologists for certain 
parts of the gospel system. , They even 
seek to conceal some of its “hard say- 
ings.” They are lacking in courage, and 
shrink almost as much from private 
as from public testimony. They are 
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ashamed of Christ. They are _ lack- 
ing in unction, enthusiasm, earnestness, 
or that which will impel them to give 
testimony, and will render that testimony 
effective in convincing others of the real- 
ity and exceeding value of the things 
testified. 

If men go away from our religious as- 
semblies, great or small, without having 
awakened within them any earnest long- 
ings for the life in Christ, or any sincere 
detestation of a life of sin, then, there 
has been a very material and lamentable 
defect in the testimony of the witnesses. 
The disciples may have had an enjoyable 
time, “a feast of reason and a flow of 
soul,” but they have missed a grand op- 
portunity to swell the ranks of believing 
men and women. 


Il. 


What is there to Azzder the supply of 
this lack? 

From Pentecost until now, there has 
been nothing in the economy of grace 
that did not fully warrant the expecta- 
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tion of frequent, copious, powerful effu- 
sions of the Spirit. The scopeof the 
original promise is clearly defined in the 
first authorized exposition of that promise 
under the new dispensation: “or the | 
promise ts unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and toall that are afar off,” as to 
time and locality, ‘EVEN AS MANY AS THE 
LORD OUR GOD SHALL CALL.” (Acts 2:39.) 

Surely, under such an interpretation of 
the promise, we may claim, and claiming 
by faith, the Holy Ghost will come upon 
us, and we shall be endued with power 
from on high, and be qualified, as per- 
haps never before, to witness for our as- 
cended-Lord: | Let¥s not) for oneymoes 
ment entertain the thought that we col- 
lectively, or as individuals, must needs 
lack that which gave such efficiency to 
the disciples at the beginning. 

Wherefore then do we lack this most 
essential part of our furnishing for the 
witnessing work? 

I. Some there are who do not seek 
it, who even doubt if it is for them, or 
for any disciple of modern times. 
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Or, if they concede that it is a possible 
attainment for the modern evangelist 
minister, or missionary, they yet persist- 
ently count themselves out. They give 
Uoectccit. to tie sdeciaration 4 “7 xe 
rose "bo sttorallthararéasaroy , 
even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call,” Consequently, they feel no press- 
ing obligation to seek this enduing for 
their own furnishing, or, else, they seek 
it in a languid, and half-hearted manner; 
and they are quite willing to accept some 
other spiritual benefit instead—an Ish- 
mael instead of the Isaac promised. 

If seeking be the condition of finding, 
then how surely has the Holy Spirit 
herein encountered a barrier that He 
cannot consistently overpass. 

2. A committal of the will against the 
use of this power for Christ would render 
its reception imposs?ble. ‘The manifes- 
tation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal.” . (1 Cor. 12:7.) 

That there is, even among those who 
are asking for an enduement of power, 
such committal, is evidenced by the fact 
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that so many are ready to find an excuse, 
either in the position they occupy as un- 
influential and non-official members of 
the church, or in their sex, or in their 
youth and inexperience, or in their ad- 
vanced age and past neglect to use the 
eift that was in them, for not bearing 
witness for Christ. 

And there are others who are con- 
sciously unwilling to accept any possible 
allotment the Holy Spirit may make in 
the witnessing work. If they should re- 
ceive this enduing, they might be required 
to go on a mission to the heathen, or go 
among the degraded and vicious classes 
at home, or go where the pay would be 
small, the comforts few, and the hard- 
ships many. .Or they might be charged 
with the delivery of some disagreeable 
message, that would render them unpop- 
ular, and cause them to be socially 
ostracised. They don’t care to make 
martyrs of themselves. ; 

3. There is in many a willingness to 
tarry in a state of spiritual comfort. 
They do not “covet earnestly the best 
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gifts” They are content with the lowest 
attainment compatible with a good hope 
of enjoying the bliss of heaven. If-they 
can be respectably pious, acceptable 
church members, and as useful as the 
common run of disciples without this 
enduing, why should they not be satis- 
fied? Seeing that this best gift is not 
represented to be essential to salvation, 
and its possession might subject them to 
sundry uncomfortable experiences, they 
will get along without it. And indeed 
they will. It is never bestowed on such 
as they. 

4. And there are others who are loth 
to acknowledge that they have been long 
fulfilling the witnessing function, and yet 
have been lacking in its most essential 
qualification. It would be to the last 
degree humiliating for them to be found 
occupying the position of an inquirer on 
this subject. Hence, they do not wel- 
come the light derived from others’ ex- 
perience; nay, are slow to believe that 
there is any genuzue experience that does 
not tally with their own. “The meek 
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will He guide in judgment, and the meek 
will. He téach Hiirssway a Psa eee) 

5. Many of those who are conscious 
of their need of an enduing with power, 
and are earnestly seeking for it, in whom 
also there is no commitment of the will 
against its use, but, on the contrary, a 
sincere desire to have it for use, are either 
regarding iniquity in the heart, or are 
practicing tt tn the life, possibly both. 

They are men in whom their fellows 
have no confidence, and for whose relig- 
ious professions they entertain supreme 
contempt—men overreaching and dis- 
honest in their business transactions, 
men of corrupt minds and lewd speech, 
men of vicious associations and filthy 
habit, men of ungoverned temper and re- 
vengeful purpose, men of sordid propen- 
sity, who would wish to make merchan- 
dise of this gift of power, if it were con- 
ferred upon them, men of the Simon 
Magus stamp, who would offer money for 
the gift in case they could use it for the 
promotion of their own selfish interests, 
and who are as worthy as their prototype 
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of the withering rebuke administered by 
the *ApostiesPeter., sfActs 3:20, 

These men are quite as likely as others 
to appear early on the surface of religious 
mnovements; but their testimony is dis-: 
counted in advance by all who know the 
utter inconsistency of their lives. It is 
presumed that the gift of power is never 
bestowed upon persons of this character, 
however persevering they may be in ask- 
ing for it. 

Christ must have witnesses who will 
not convert the witnessing function into 
a burlesque, and bring His name and 
cause into contempt,—witnesses who 





have a background of character to sustain 
and confirm their testimony. 

6. Many have, at some time, and in 
some measure, received the enduing, but, 
subsequently have become /zfted up in 
pride, or have grown vain-glortous, or 
have resisted the Spirit in some _ partic- 
ular, and the witnessing power has been 
withdrawn. 

[1] They were proud of what had been 
wrought through ¢/ezr instrumentality— 
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of the effects following their exercise of 
the witnessing function. They pro- 
claimed their own success, possibly not 
without a formal recognition of the source 
of power, yet with the evident intent of 
taking some of the credit to themselves. 

They have stood on the brink of a 
chasm like that into which Herod plunged 
when the people shouted in response to 
his oration: “The voice of a god, and 
not of a man.” {Acts 12:22.) Salimtie 
angel of the Lord has not smitten them 
as he did Herod because they gave not 
the glory to God, yet it is evident that 
something has eaten out their power as 
witnesses for Christ. ‘How has the gold 
become dim and the most fine gold 
changed,” through the entering in of 
pride, where there should have been the 
profoundest humility, and the most ab- 
solute self-abnegation. 

[2] They grew self-reliant. They 
ceased, after a little, to realize their utter 
dependence on the Holy Spirit. They 
waited no more for His enduing. Pos- 
sibly, they thought the impulse they had 
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already received would carry them for- 
ward successfully. At least they went 
on with their witnessing work, presuming 
that the success which had attended them 
all along would attend them still. They 
said, as did Samson, after the seven 
locks of his hair were shaven off: “T 
will go forth as aforetime,” but they are 
soon undeceived. They are become weak 
like other men. 

A lively sense of dependence on Him- 
self for power, is what the Holy Spirit 
will assiduously cultivate in every witness 
for Jesus. 

[3] They grew vatnu-glorious. They 
wished to show off the wealth of their 
possessions, the treasures of the Lord’s 
house, the precious things garnered for 
them and theirs, for the express purpose 
of advancing themselves in the esteem 
and consideration of those who are dis- 
posed to think lightly of their iniportance, 
and the indispensableness of their instru- 
mentality in carrying forward the wit- 
nessing work. 

Their offense was one of weakness. It 
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was like the offense of Hezekiah, who 
had been honored of God in promoting 
the most wonderful revival under the old 
economy, honored as its chief instrument, 
—a revival as genuine, as far reaching, 
as beneficent as any revival of modern 
times. 

This same Hezekiah, when recovered 
of his sickness, was in receipt of congrat- 
ulatory letters, and a present from the 
King of Babylon which so inflated him, 
that he took the messengers into his con- 
fidence “and showed them the house of 
his precious things, the silver, and the 
gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his armor, 
and all that was found in his treasures; 
there was nothing in his house, nor in all 
his dominion that Hezekiah showed them 
not.” (2 Kimes ort 2 ena) 

This silly transaction is paralleled by 
some, who, having been signally honored 
of the Spirit in promoting revivals under 
the new dispensation, either for their 
own exaltation or vindication, emblazon 
their own instrumentality, reckoning up 
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and publishing the number of their con- 
verts. 

Will the Holy Ghost condone an offense 
of this character, committed after the 
fact of His enduing, to such a degree as 
to extend the period in which the power 
imparted by that enduing, can be prosti- 
tuted to base ends? 

fale They syesrsied the [Toly Ghost 
after He came upon them. 

At a juncture when they should have 
borne witness for Christ they kept si- 
lence. They suppressed the words that 
came to their lips; they concealed the 
emotion that was like a fire shut up in 
their bosom, and grew calm, and cold, 
and very proper. 

They feared, perhaps, that, if they 
gave full expression to the sentiment 
struggling for utterance, and free vent 
to their pent-up feelings, some, “mock- 
ing,” would say of them as some said of 
the one hundred and twenty, “These 
men are full of new wine.” [Acts 2, 
13.] And they argued the matter with 
the Holy Spirit, they even went so far as 
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to plead some portion vf His own in- 
spired word in justification of their 
silence. ' 

Will they now repeat their petition 
for an enduing from on high, and then, 
when it comes not will they wonder why? 

But the story of their resistance of the 
Holy Spirit, is, perchance, not exactly 
after the manner described. They did 
witness at the beginning. They could 
but speak of the things they had experi- 
enced, and they continued their testi- 
mony until they found it gave offense, 
and stirred up opposition, and made their 
lot, uncomfortable. Then they ceased 
to use the wondrous gift imparted to 
them, and they were emptied of their 
power. Tired, they perhaps were, of the 
turmoil and the uproar, of the whippings 
and the stonings; tired of the bonds and 
imprisonments; tired of the removals 
from place to place, pursued by the hos- 
tility of those whom their fidelity to the 
witnessing function had arrayed against 
them; and they welcome the repose they 
find in suspending, even against the stern 
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remonstrances of the Holy Spirit, the ex- 
ercise of that function. 

But so did not those early witnesses. 
Paul, the most eminent of them all, and 
harrassed more than any one of them, 
never ceased from the exercise of the wit- 
nessing function, and never grew feeble 
and pointless in his testimony. To the 
very confines of life, power attended his 
ministrations in public and in private, in 
prison and out of prison, among the 
heathen and among his own countrymen. 

Peter and John might be arrested, im- 
prisoned, beaten, and commanded not 
to speak any more in the name of Jesus, 
but as they depart from the council, they 
go “rejoicing that they are counted worthy 
to suffer for His name’s sake; and daily 
in the temple, and in every house, they 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.” They declared: “We cannot 
but speak the things we have seen and 
heard.” Nay, in the very teeth of the 
threatenings fulminated against them, 
they persisted in fulfilling the function of 
witnesses for Jesus. 
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“Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
said unto them, ye rulers of the people, 
and elders of Israel, * * Be it known 
unto you all, and to all the people of. 
Israel that this Jesus of Nazareth whom, 
ye have crucified, 1s the stone which was 
set at naught of you builders, which 
is become the head of the corner. 
Neither is there salvaticn in any other: 
Jor there ts none other name given under 
heaven among men, whereby we MUST be 
saved,” 
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